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as having been suggested. They wished, then, to
ask that at least the chapel and the house of the
missionary be preserved, in order that the best
instructed person among them might assemble the
children and repeat the prayers to them; and that
every Sunday and feast-day he might summon those
who prayed,— that is to say, the Christians,— by the
ringing of the bell, to fulfill as well as possible the
duties of religion. They did, in fact, make such
a request, and obtained what they asked.

Meanwhile, the Procurator of the King relaxed a
little in his severity. About the same time he received
in a single day four letters from Monsieur Bobé, the
commissary, who begged him to moderate his zeal,
and allowed the Jesuits to live together with their
brethren, the curés of the French. They were
closely crowded there, in a house that was built for
only one man. Their rooms had been opened, in
order that each one might be able to take out his
mattress and blankets, which they spread upon the
floor in the house of the curé. This way of taking
their rest, which lasted nearly a month, prepared them
for the voyage which they were soon to make upon
the Mississipi, for ypon the banks of that river one
encamps in hardly other fashion. The Jesuits
were also permitted to take their clothes and their
books, which the decree had left to them. At last,
the support of these Fathers was provided for until
the time when they should embark to go down to
New Orleans. The greater part of the food that was
found in their house, was given up to them, and
this provision was, in fact, sufficient for the rest of
the time that they passed in Illinois.

Finally, it came to making the inventory; time



